O11. PAINTERS
oF AMERICA

THE

VENERABLE ORGANIZATION CELEBRATES
ITS 25TH ANNIVERSARY EXHIBITION

IN DALLAS
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THIS MOMTH the Ol Painters of America
uriveils its Mational Juried Exhikition of
Traditional Gils at Southwest Gallery in
Dallas. With over 200 paintings on wiew,
the show opens with a reception for the
artists on Friday, May 13, from 530 to E:DD
pom. An awards ceremony follows that
includes special events in celebration of
OPA's 15th anniversary and over 5100000
in prizes.

Collectors will want to arrive in Dal-
las early since the days leading up to the
opening offer multiple are-related events,
including 2 panel discussion titled The Art
of Collecting. The discussion begins at 3
p.m. an Friday and is moderated by CPA
member artizt John Pototzchnik. Avid

collectors—including  Salmagundi  Clukb
chairman Tim Mewton and OPA board
member Jim Broce—discuss how they be-
gan collecting and share a wealth of infor-
miation that's as appropriate for artists as
it is for callectars.

Artist attendees are invited to par-
ticipate in a plein-air painting event on
‘Wednesday and Thursday, May 11-12, and
the warks they create are also for sale
during the show. Southwest Art maga-
zine sponsors 2 Pampered Paint Out at
‘White Rock Lake on Thursday from 9 a.m.
to 3 p.m. This gives collectors a chance to
watch the artists at work. An awards cere-
mony For the plein-air works begins at 530
p.m. on Saturday.

Weekend activities come to a clase on
Sunday, but the show remains on display
at the gallery until June 15

On the following pages we introduce
you to a small sampling of the talented
artists accepted imto this wear's silver
anniversary show. Enjoy a preview of their
accepted paintings as well as insight into
each artist's inspiration. —Lewnn Rindols

contact information
BI5. Y56, 5967
vww.oilpaimtersofamerica.com
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Willage Character, oil. 24 x 1.

SUSAN PLOUGHE

What inspired this painting? This is cne of my favorite people,
whaom | Arst met in Kizhow, Ching, in 2008, He really is a bit of a
character, so my interactions with him were memorable, When |
ran into him during my second visit six years later, he was carrying

a stack of photos. including cne of the two of ws! | lowve his expres-

sive face and tobacco-stained hands.

Where did you study art? | have 2 BFA in painting from Carmegie
Medlon University, as well as working expericnoe as a graphic de-
sigreer and illustrator. | continue to e inspired and challenged by
the work of many living artists.

What have been some of the highlights of your art career? Two
things come o mind: The first is to hawe attained signature mem-
beer statues in the il Painters of America. It is a huge honoe, The
second would be my travels abroad, particulardy to Chira. It was
on these trips that | discovered my kowve of painting people, and
that has informed much of my work since.

What are your goals for the future? More! More paintings, mare
galleries, more sales, more workshops, maore travels to paint more
fascinating people! There are more than 7 billion people in the
world: | have alot ta da.

What galleries represent your work? Linden Gallery, Ellison Bay,
W, Germantan Gallery, Germantan, MC; Greenwich House Gal-
lery, Cincinnati, OH; wew.susanploughe.com.
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Summertime Portrait, ofl, It x 9.

STEPHANIE DESHPANDE

‘What inspired this painting? My painting was inspired by the
sang “Summertime Sadness” by Lana Del Rey. The impassioned
lyrics stuck in miy mind, and | was driven to degict themn visually,
Although | hoped to incorporate maore elements from the song,

| ended up loving the smplicty of my daughter’s pose and the
subtle emation it embodied.

‘Where did you study art? | carned my BFA in painting at the
Uniwersity of Massachusetts at Amherst, but | longed for classical
art training. | studied in the Boston School tradition for a manth
at Ingbretson Studic and then under Stewen Assael and Vincent
Diesiderio at the Mew York Academy of Art, where | received my
bAFA

‘What hawe been some of the highlights of your art career? It
wias an honor to be asked to paint a porirait of Myra Thompson,
one of the victims in the 205 Charleston church shooting, asa
tribute to her 2nd as a remembrance for her family. | have been
fortunate to be in Waomen Painting Women shows and will be in
the WPW traveling museum exhibition planned for 2007, | had the
opportunity o teach at the Teaching Studios of Art in Long ksland
and Chelsea Classical Studic of Fine Art in Mew Yok City.

What are your goals for the future? | would ke to continwe
teaching and take on maore partrait commissions.

What galleries represent your work? Arunde| Art Room, West
Essex, England: wwes.stephaniedeshpande.com. =
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