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any good things

come in pairs,

including human

beings. Though

being on your own
is absolutely fine, many folks prefer
to be part of a couple. That rela-
tionship is often romantic, but not
necessarily, nor does it necessarily
remain so throughout. Moreover,
there are plenty of friends, siblings
(especially twins), dance duos, and
work colleagues who thrive in cou-
ple relationships that have no hint
of romance at all. And this is not
even including animals, who often
pair off for various reasons.

Artists have long been intrigued
by couples not only for their
narrative potential (think Romeo
and Juliet), but also because the
body language of people who are
just that comfortable with each
other differs noticeably from other
pairs’. As inveterate observers, art-
ists get interested when they discern
that distinction, and so we are glad
to illustrate here an array of recent
images revealing the almost infinite
possibilities this timeless motif can
evoke. ®

BURTON SILVERMAN (b. 1928), Park Bench,
2004, oil on linen, 32 x 50 in., private collection
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(LEFT) MATTHEW BIRD (b. 1977), Hidden Kiss, 2017, watercolor on
paper on ACM panel, 30 x 14 in., available through the artist m (TOP)
AIDA GARRITY (b. 1957), At the Museum, 2017, oil on linen, 24 x 18 in.,
available through the artist B (ABOVE) JAQ GRANTFORD (b. 1967),

Sisters, 2019, oil on canvas, 36 1/4 x 36 1/4 in., private collection
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(CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT) JILL BANKS (b. 1958), Among
Royalty, 2020, oil on linen-lined panel, 10 x 8 in., available
through the artist @ MARTIN EICHINGER (b. 1949), Bird in
the Hand, 2006, bronze, 29 in. high or 46 in. high (editions
of 75 and 100), Quent Cordair Fine Art (Jackson, Wyoming) B
D.K. PALECEK (b. 1959), Unspoken Bond, 2021, oil on board,
16 x 12 in., Edgewood Orchard Galleries (Fish Creek, Wisconsin)
B IVAN PAZLAMATCHEV (b. 1968), Comfort, 2020, oil on

linen, 24 x 32 in., available through the artist
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(CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT) JOSEPH LORUSSO (b. 1966),
Smooching on the C Train, 2017, oil on panel, 30 x 30 in.,
collection of the artist @ DEBRA HUSE (b. 1959), Day Dream,
2020, oilonlinen panel, 14 x 11in., Huse Skelly Gallery (Newport
Beach, California) B J. RUSSELL WELLS (b. 1954), It’s Over,
2016, oil on canvas, 20 x 16 in., private collection B JACKIE
EDWARDS (b. 1963), Solidarity, 2017, oil on linen mounted

on wooden panel, 27 1/2 x 43 1/4 in., Gallery 1608 (Bushmills,
Northern Ireland)
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